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In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the
surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.
And God said, "Let there be light," and there was light

The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him—the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of might,
the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord—and he will delight in the fear of the Lord.

The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He
has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the
prisoners, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor and the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn, and
provide for those who grieve in Zion—to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of joy instead of
mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. They will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of
the Lord for the display of his splendor.

"For | will take you out of the nations; | will gather you from all the countries and bring you back into your own land. |
will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; | will cleanse you from all your impurities and from all your idols.
I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; | will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of
flesh. And | will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws. Then you will
live in the land | gave your ancestors; you will be my people, and | will be your God."

"And afterward, | will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream
dreams, your young men will see visions. Even on my servants, both men and women, | will pour out my Spirit in those
days."

"Then he said to me, "This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the
Lord of hosts."

The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the
holy one to be born will be called the Son of God."

When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying, heaven was opened and the
Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: "You are my Son, whom | love;
with you | am well pleased."

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, where for forty days he was
tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those days, and at the end of them he was hungry.

Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the whole countryside

He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his
custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place
where it is written:

"The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to
proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of
the Lord's favor."

Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were
fastened on him. He began by saying to them, "Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing."

When you are brought before synagogues, rulers and authorities, do not worry about how you will defend yourselves or
what you will say, for the Holy Spirit will teach you at that time what you should say.

Then John gave this testimony: "l saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him. And | myself did
not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, 'The man on whom you see the Spirit come down
and remain is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.' | have seen and | testify that this is God's Chosen One."

Jesus answered, "Very truly | tell you, no one can enter the kihngdom of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit.
Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit You should not be surprised at my saying, 'You must be born
again.' The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is
going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit."

The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words | have spoken to you—they are full of the Spirit and life.
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On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, "Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and
drink. Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them." By this he meant the

Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had
not yet been glorified.

If you love me, keep my commands. And | will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with
you forever— the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him,
for he lives with you and will be in you. | will not leave you as orphans; | will come to you.

But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of
everything | have said to you.

When the Advocate comes, whom | will send to you from the Father—the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father—he
will testify about me.

but now | am going to him who sent me. None of you asks me, "Where are you going?" Rather, you are filled with grief
because | have said these things. But very truly | tell you, it is for your good that | am going away. Unless | go away, the
Advocate will not come to you; but if | go, | will send him to you. When he comes, he will prove the world to be in the
wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: about sin, because people do not believe in me; about righteousness,
because | am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; and about judgment, because the prince of this world
now stands condemned. "l have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. But when he, the Spirit of truth,
comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell
you what is yet to come. He will glorify me because it is from me that he will receive what he will make known to you. All
that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why | said the Spirit will receive from me what he will make known to you."

Again Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, | am sending you." And with that he breathed on them and
said, "Receive the Holy Spirit."

In my former book, Theophilus, | wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach until the day he was taken up to
heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. After his suffering, he presented
himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and
spoke about the kingdom of God. On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: "Do not
leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about For John baptized with
water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit."

"But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind
came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that
separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
tongues as the Spirit enabled them.

When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard their own language being
spoken. Utterly amazed, they asked: "Aren't all these who are speaking Galileans? Then how is it that each of us hears them in
our native language? Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia,
Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism);
Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!" Amazed and perplexed, they asked
one another, "What does this mean?" Some, however, made fun of them and said, "They have had too much wine."

Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And
you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off - for all
whom the Lord our God will call."

After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke
the word of God boldly.
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While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior and arrived at Ephesus. There he found some
disciples and asked them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?" They answered, "No, we have not even
heard that there is a Holy Spirit" So Paul asked, "Then what baptism did you receive?" "John's baptism," they replied. Paul
said, "John's baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in
Jesus." On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. When Paul placed his hands on them, the
Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied."

And now, compelled by the Spirit, | am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there. | only know that
in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are facing me.

We sought out the disciples there and stayed with them seven days. Through the Spirit they urged Paul not to go on to
Jerusalem.

A person is not a Jew who is one only outwardly, nor is circumcision merely outward and physical. No, a person is a
Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is circumcision of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the written code. Such a
person's praise is not from other people, but from God.

And hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit,
who has been given to us.

Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the flesh desires; but those who live in accordance
with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. The mind governed by the flesh is death, but the mind
governed by the Spirit is life and peace. The mind governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God's
law, nor can it do so. Those who are in the realm of the flesh cannot please God.

You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives in you.
And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to Christ But if Christ is in you, then even though
your body is subject to death because of sin, the Spirit gives life because of righteousness. And if the Spirit of him who
raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies
because of his Spirit who lives in you.

Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the flesh, to live according to it For if you live
according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live.

For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. The Spirit you received does not make you slaves,
so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry,
"Abba, Father." The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children.

In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself
intercedes for us through wordless groans. And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the
Spirit intercedes for God's people in accordance with the will of God.

Therefore do not let what you know is good be spoken of as evil. For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and
drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, because anyone who serves Christ in this way is
pleasing to God and receives human approval.

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the
power of the Holy Spirit.

| urge you, brothers and sisters, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to join me in my struggle by
praying to God for me. Pray that | may be kept safe from the unbelievers in Judea and that the contribution | take to
Jerusalem may be favorably received by the Lord's people there,

My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit's
power, so that your faith might not rest on human wisdom, but on God's power.
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However, as it is written: "What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, and what no human mind has conceived" — the
things God has prepared for those who love him— these are the things God has revealed to us by his Spirit. The Spirit
searches all things, even the deep things of God. For who knows a person's thoughts except their own spirit within
them? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. What we have received is not the
spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may understand what God has freely given us. This is
what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, explaining spiritual realities
with Spirit-taught words.

The person without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God but considers them
foolishness, and cannot understand them because they are discerned only through the Spirit The person with the Spirit
makes judgments about all things, but such a person is not subject to merely human judgments, for, "Who has known
the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?" But we have the mind of Christ

Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God?
You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your bodies.

Therefore | want you to know that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, "Jesus be cursed," and no one can
say, "lesus is Lord," except by the Holy Spirit. There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them.
There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in
everyone it is the same God at work. Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.
To one there is given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by means of the
same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to another miraculous
powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of
tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he
distributes them to each one, just as he determines.

Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ For we were all
baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one
Spirit to drink. Even so the body is not made up of one part but of many.

| would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the law, or by believing what
you heard? Are you so foolish? After beginning by means of the Spirit, are you now trying to finish by means of the
flesh? Have you experienced so much in vain—if it really was in vain? So again | ask, does God give you his Spirit and
work miracles among you by the works of the law, or by your believing what you heard? So also Abraham "believed
God, and it was credited to him as righteousness."

So | say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. For the flesh desires what is contrary to the
Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so that you are not to do
whatever you want But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.
Against such things there is no law.

And now you Gentiles have also heard the truth, the Good News that God saves you. And when you believed in Christ,
he identified you as his own by giving you the Holy Spirit, whom he promised long ago. The Spirit is God's guarantee
that he will give us the inheritance he promised and that he has purchased us to be his own people. He did this so we
would praise and glorify him.

| keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and
revelation, so that you may know him better. | pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you
may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, and his
incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is the same as the mighty strength he exerted when he raised
Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms...

For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.

And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.
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Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another with
psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to
God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ

And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always
keep on praying for all the Lord's people. Pray also for me, that whenever | speak, words may be given me so that |
will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel.

For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you. We continually ask God to
fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives, so that you
may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the
knowledge of God, being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great
endurance and patience, and giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of his
holy people in the kingdom of light

because our gospel came to you not simply with words but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and deep
conviction. You know how we lived among you for your sake. You became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you
welcomed the message in the midst of severe suffering with the joy given by the Holy Spirit. And so you became a
model to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia.

Do not quench the Spirit. Do not treat prophecies with contempt but test them all; hold on to what is good, reject
every kind of evil.

But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, He save us, not because of righteous things we had
done, but because of His mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom
He poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior...

But you, dear friends, by building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit, keep
yourselves in God's love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life.



